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LAS Links 2nd Ed. -  Proficiency Level Descriptors – Grades 9-12 
Grades 9-12 Speaking Listening Reading Writing 

1 
Beginning 

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive 
and productive skills in English.  

Beginning students are starting  
to develop receptive and productive skills 
in English. 

Beginning students are starting to 
develop receptive and productive skills in 
English.  

Beginning students are starting to develop receptive 
and productive skills in English. 

2 
Early 

Intermediate 

Early Intermediate students typically produce simple 
sentences using basic vocabulary and grammar when 
interpreting language related to social, school, and 
academic contexts, explaining personal preferences or 
describing a sequence of pictures about familiar events 
and social situations. Minimal vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge and errors frequently impede 
communication. 

Early Intermediate students typically 
follow multistep directions. They identify 
main ideas and make simple inferences 
and draw conclusions. Errors frequently 
impede communication and 
comprehension. 

Early intermediate students recall simple 
information from text, identify main ideas 
and supporting details, and make simple 
inferences. They identify common 
idiomatic expressions and paraphrase 
passages.  Errors frequently impede 
comprehension. 

Early Intermediate students typically write complete 
sentences using basic vocabulary and grammar to 
express ideas. They compare and summarize 
information found in texts or graphic organizers. They 
demonstrate a basic knowledge of auxiliary verbs, 
pronouns, and conjunctions. Errors in organization, 
grammar, word choice, and mechanics frequently 
impede communication. 

3 
Intermediate 

Intermediate students typically use appropriate words 
and phrases and complete sentences when providing 
information, expressing preferences, conducting 
transactions, and describing personal experiences. They 
describe social situations, give instructions, and narrate 
a simple story. Intended meaning is mostly clear, but 
sometimes requires comprehension-check questions. 
They are capable of communicating some nuances of 
meaning. Grammatical or vocabulary errors interfere 
with communication, but the intended meaning is 
somewhat clear.  

Intermediate students typically interpret 
simple academic vocabulary and idiomatic 
expressions. They extrapolate logical 
outcomes, place new information in a 
broader context, and recall details from 
classroom discussions or oral stories. 
Errors interfere with communication and 
comprehension. 

Intermediate students typically use 
knowledge of high-frequency affixes and 
context clues to determine word 
meanings and identify synonyms of high-
frequency social and academic 
vocabulary. From a simple narrative, they 
recall stated and implicit details, 
distinguish main ideas, compare and 
contrast information, draw conclusions, 
and make some inferences. Errors 
interfere with comprehension. 

Intermediate students typically use correct basic 
grammar and begin to demonstrate use of 
conjunctions in compound sentences. They 
summarize texts and analyze information in graphic 
organizers. Meaning is somewhat clear, although 
vocabulary may be limited. Errors interfere with 
communication. 
 
 

4 
Proficient 

Proficient students typically use complete sentences to 
express opinions, explain processes, conduct 
transactions, and describe personal experiences. They 
use accurate vocabulary and grammar to describe the 
purpose of less common objects and fluently narrate 
stories with creative detail. They organize responses in 
logical and sequential order and incorporate idiomatic 
expressions. They convey subtle distinctions through 
rich, specific, and varied vocabulary. 

Proficient students typically interpret 
idiomatic expressions and complex 
academic vocabulary and concepts. They 
distinguish essential details and nuances 
of meaning, synthesize answers from 
fragmentary information, and determine 
key information to summarize a task from 
complex narratives and discussions. 

Proficient students typically draw 
complex conclusions from lengthy 
passages and distinguish nuances of 
meanings. They interpret alternate 
expressions of ideas, analyze the 
organization of passages, and identify 
theme, tone, and author purpose.  Errors 
do not interfere with comprehension. 

Proficient students typically write fluently, using 
complete sentences with accurate vocabulary to 
interpret texts and graphical information, while 
distinguishing nuances of meaning. They incorporate 
idiomatic expressions and produce responses to 
open-ended questions and write summaries and 
comparisons that correctly use verb forms, 
capitalization, punctuation, and advanced grammar. 
Responses exhibit minor errors in grammar and 
content organization that do not interfere with 
communication.  

5 
Above 

Proficient 

Above Proficient students typically produce complex 
sentences with sophisticated and precise vocabulary 
and correct grammar. They convey detailed academic 
content and expressive nuances of meaning and 
skillfully organize information for presentations.  

Above Proficient students typically 
interpret more complex grammar and 
academic vocabulary to follow complex 
instructions. They use context clues to 
interpret new vocabulary and draw 
conclusions about a character in an oral 
story. They distinguish subtleties of tone 
and point of view, recall extensive details, 
grasp abstract and uncommon idiomatic 
expressions, and analyze the structure of 
oral passages. 

Above Proficient students recognize 
uncommon synonyms, subtle gradations 
of meanings using context clues, and 
unfamiliar idioms. They use prediction to 
read fluently, make inferences from 
challenging texts, synthesize text, 
recognize literary techniques, and use 
self-monitoring techniques to check for 
understanding.  

Above Proficient students typically write using 
precise, sophisticated, and varied vocabulary. They 
demonstrate fluent and varied expression; express 
subtle nuances of meaning; and expand responses to 
prompts using related background knowledge. Minor 
errors are possible, but generally negligible. 


